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 neth notes 
 
peering up 
over an incline 
onto the interstate 
stands a building 
well identified 
web sited 
appropriate 
symbol atop 
but it is not 
a church 
it is  
the location 
where 
a church 
gathers 
to sit 
in the presence 
of the same 
mystery 
learn 
laugh 
cry 
argue 
accept 
help 
each other 
through 
whatever 
this experience 
called 
life 
is about 
most times 

We welcome Jeff Jenkins and his 
sons, Jeffrey and Justin, into the 
North Spring Community of Faith. 
They a f f i r med t rus t  and 
commitment during worship on 
Sunday, August 23rd. Jeffrey and 
Justin celebrated the Sacrament of 
Baptism and confirmed their 
profession of faith. Mr. Jenkins 
reaffirmed his commitment with 
transfer of membership from St. 
Luke’s United Methodist Church. 
The family resides at 4601 NW 
Pennington Lane in Blue Springs.  
When others choose to stand with 
us through the experiences of our 
lives, it is a gift that strengthens 
and encourages everyone.  

the church 
is found 
scattered around 
stores 
shops 
offices 
school halls 
hospital rooms 
apartments 
condos 
subdivisions 
cafes jails 
gravesides 
barns farms 
gyms stadiums 
bars malls 
streets 
quick stops 
there is 
the church 
following 
the houseless 
god 
beyond 
within 
between 
seen 
most clearly 
in a carpenter 
who moved 
among 
the people 
listening 
asking 
touching 
weeping 
eating 
enjoying 
teaching 
challenging 
dying 
 
                   h. 
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CAN TITLING BE FUN?  
 
I gave up trying to title sermons a 
long time ago because I found I 
was taking more time to create a 
title than substance. My friend, 
the Presbyterian pastor down the 
street, was too good at it. I 
always said that his titles were 
better but my sermons were 
better. People should provide the 
title after they hear it, asking each 
other, “what was that all about?” 
For fun, I decided to offer a one-
month attempt. Please don’t let 
these influence you to attend or 
stay away. Worship is a lot more 
than a sermon. Here goes: 
 

September 6th:   
“Farming, Garbage Collecting, 
Dishwashing, and Other Sacred 
Callings” 
 

September 13th:   
“Which Church Would  
Jesus Join?” 
 

September 20th:   
“What Makes Good Barbeque?” 
 

September 27th:   
“Inventing God” 
 
Enjoy creating your own.  
                      
   h. 

Scouting News 
By Dick Witt 

 
Scout Camp Needs 
 

The health lodge at the H. Roe Bartle Scout Reservation is in need of 
empty prescription bottles.  These are the bottles pharmacies use to 
fill small quantity prescriptions, should be translucent, and can be of 
any color.  Please give bottles to Dick or Betty Witt.  You can also 
put them in the Scouting Coordinator mail box in the office.  
 
 

Troop 306 Mic-O-Say Advancements 
 

At the Staff Warrior Ceremony in early June, Corey Bryant became 
a Warrior, and at the closing night campfire in Camp Sawmill, he 
became a Firebuilder. 
 
Ryan White and Thomas Barry both became Foxman at camp this 
summer.  If Ryan and Thomas continue to advance in Scouting, they 
might be called as a Brave next summer.  
 
 

Successful Scout – School Night Recruiting 
 

On Tuesday, August 25, Pack 306 held a Back to School Recruiting 
Night at William Bryant Elementary School.  It was a very 
successful evening with several Tiger Cubs, a couple Wolf, Bear, 
and Webelos to fill up our existing dens. 
 
If you have a boy, or know of a boy in the First Grade (or older) that 
is interested in joining Cub Scouts or Boy Scouts, please contact our 
Scouting Coordinator, Dick Witt, at 229-7988 or (816)914-4654. 
  
 

Troop 306 Scoutmaster Resigns 
 

Due to health reasons, Mr. Stan Clark, Scoutmaster of Troop 306, 
has resigned his Scoutmaster duties.  Mr. Clark has been and will 
continue to be a firm supporter of Troop 306 and we thank him for 
all of his efforts over the past several years. 
 
Troop 306 is a small troop with lots of growth potential.  Most of the 
boys have special needs where additional male adult role models are 
desperately needed.  There is lots of satisfaction in being a part of 
the life of these boys and helping them become mature, responsible 
adults.  You will not be alone.  Please give this need some prayerful 
thought.  
 
If you know of a person, who would like to become Scoutmaster of 
Troop 306, there is training available this fall.  Please contact Dick 
Witt at 229-7988 or (816)914-4654. 
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Contact our Staff... 
 
Rev. Hubert Neth, Pastor 
 church: 224-9490,  
 home: 347-0390,  
 cell: 516-9238,  
 e-mail: hneth@northspring.org  
 
Heidi Rater, Music Director 
 heidirater@comcast.net 
 
Heather Sooley, Office Manager 
 hsooley@northspring.org 
 

For prayer requests or  
to join the prayer chain,  

call Grace Lakey  
at 224-3098 

Note… 
 

The deadline for submitting items 
for the October WellSpring is 
Monday, September 21. 
 

Please have all articles and 
information turned in to the office 
before this date.   
 

Contact Heather at:  
hsooley@northspring.org    

Festival of Sharing 
We are going to be collecting 
for the Festival of Sharing We 
are collecting Health Kits this 
year.  The collection will start 
on September 6 and will be 
completed by October 11. The 
Health Kits consist of the 
following: 
 

Health Kit  
1 Hand Towel 
1 Wash cloth 
1 toothbrush (in original 
packaging) 
1 sturdy comb 
6 Band-Aids 
1 metal nail file or nail 
clippers with file 
1 bar of soap (bath size in 
wrapper) 
Place items in a 1-gallon zip 
lock bag.  (Toothpaste will 
be added by Church World 
Service.) 

 

Lazarus’ Table  
Lazarus’ Table came into 
existence in response to a need. 
For more than a century Grand 
Avenue Temple has ministered 
to the needs of the downtown 
(Kansas City, MO) community 
and in the mid 1990s, homeless 
and hungry people were within 
walking distance of our church. 
 

With faith and dreams, Grand 
Avenue Temple started serving 
hot lunches on Saturdays and 
Sundays in the winter of 1996. 

Staff and volunteers prepared 
and served 10,000 meals to 
hungry people that first year, 
and the numbers continue to 
grow. 
 

Those who come to Grand 
Avenue Temple for a hot meal 
are encouraged to join us for 
Sunday worship. The stories 
and gifts they bring enrich the 
worship experience for all 
involved and many find a sense 
of community within this 
church. 
 

North Spring will be serving 
lunch at Grand Avenue Temple 
on Saturday, September 26.  If 
you would like to help prepare 
food, donate food items, or 
serve, please contact Debbie 
Laemmli at 690-8591 or 
laemmli@comcast.net. 

Outreach News 
By Sherree Gorman 

Children’s Ministry News  
 

Thank you to Kara Taylor for her 
years of service as Children’s 
Ministry Director.   
 

Lynette Harrenstien  has agreed to 
take over the position starting in 
September.  The Children’s 
Ministry Team will meet monthly 
following potluck.  See Lynette if 
you would like to participate in 
this vital ministry.    
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Tim Cook has offered to coordinate cleaning projects around the 
church.  See Tim if you would be able to help out in this area.    

CIA News for September: 
 
School has started and that last 
three day weekend of summer is 
over. But that also means that 
the C.I.A. (Christians In Action) 
are going to start meeting again. 
The youth and Youth Leaders 
from Hope UMC will be joining 
us again this year for some fun, 
fellowship, and life changing 
learning about Christ. Regular 
Youth Group meetings will start 
on September 13th, 2009. Our 
first meeting is on that Sunday 
evening starting at 6:30 PM, 
and will be held at North 
Spring. 
 
Put a note on your calendars for 
October 16th and 17th, 2009. We 
will have a Lock-in at Hope, 
followed by a trip to Sedalia, 
MO for mission/outreach work 
at the Festival of Sharing. 
 
Also, if you haven’t filled out 
yo ur  CI A Membersh ip 
Information page and returned it 
to me, please do so at one of the 
first couple of meetings. 
 
Thanks, and I look forward to a 
wonderful new school year with 
you all! 
 
Dave 

 

 

  Toilet Paper 
  Kleenex 
  Liquid Hand Soap 
  Windex 
  Pledge 
  Foam Window Cleaner 
  Clorox Wipes  
  Paper Plates 
  Napkins 
  Coffee Cups 

We are collecting supplies for use around the church.  We are in 
need of the following items: 

The smell of BBQ smoke, baked beans, and coleslaw can only mean 
one thing…  It’s Fall Fun Fest time, and this year’s Fall Fun Festival 
should prove to be another great time.  For the third year in a row, 
North Spring will be blessed to be a part of the festival with Big 
Dawg’s BBQ. 
 

Gary “Big Dawg” Bernhardt and other members of the North Spring 
United Methodist Men’s Group, will once again be organizing one 
of our biggest fundraising events of the year.  North Spring UMC 
and Big Dawg’s BBQ will combine forces again to bring the best 
barbeque in the city to the Blue Springs Fall Fun Festival.  This 
event will run from September 18th through September 20th, and will 
be lots of fun for the whole family.   
 

Despite the fun, there will be a lot of work to be done to make sure it 
is a success for North Spring.  Many people are still needed to help 
work the booth, as well as setup and tear down the booth before and 
after the festival.   There are sign-up sheets posted on the bulletin 
board in the narthex, so please stop by and sign up for at least one 
shift. 
 

Please bring the family out for some fun and fellowship to help 
support our wonderful church family.  For more information, please 
talk with one of the members of the Men’s Group. 
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$$Money Matters$$ 

 
Here is a quick update on where we stand through July on Church 
Finances.  
 
Our Fund Balance at the end of July dropped approximately $4,000 from 
the June balance.  Several factors contributed to this.  First, we had to pay 
out a large insurance bill in July.  In addition, we paid out all the funds 
accumulated for the Sager Brown mission trip.   Weekly giving was also 
down slightly in July which is typical for the summer months. 

 
Our Income Statement for July showed a slight loss of $-170.  That 
brought our year-to date loss to $-1,195 which is still way ahead of our 
projected loss in the budget. 
 
The Bank is currently in the middle of a mid-year review of our loan.  
These reviews are much more difficult than in the past due to the general 
banking crisis.  We hope the outcome of this will be another reduction in 
our interest rate so we can get back to paying some principal each month.  
However, there is no guarantee of that. 
 
Over the next four months, we will be paying our District apportionment 
bill of $1,600 so we don’t have to pay all of this at the end of the year. 
 
All in all, we are still holding our own in a very difficult year.  Thanks to 
all of our volunteers who do so much in the way of cleaning, mowing, 
teaching, and many other things.   Other churches have the luxury of 
hiring people to do some of these things.  Thanks as well to our staff that 
provide so much more that we are able to compensate.  Praise to God who 
makes all things possible! 
 
 
Tom Gorman 
Finance Chair 
 

Music Notes 
By Heidi Rater 
Music Director 

623-9105 
heidirater@comcast.net 

 

Well, it has been an amazing August!  
We heard or sang some version of 
“Amazing Grace” four of the five 
Sundays.  With a song that good, 
though, I don’t think you can hear it 
or sing it too much. 
 

We still need your help!  We could 
use more people in the sound booth 
and with power point.  For power 
point, you would really only have to 
be available to run it Sunday 
mornings.  I really don’t mind getting 
it set up.  And it would not take much 
training to learn how to run it.  So 
PLEASE consider helping with this. 
 
We can always use more singers!  
You do not have to be a trained 
musician to help song lead or be in 
Selah.  We would love to have you!  
Just talk to me or e-mail or call. 
 
We can always use more special 
music, too.  Any age or ability is 
welcome! 
 
Please don’t hesitate to let me know if 
you have ideas about the music.  I 
would love song suggestions or 
opinions or anything.   
 
THANK YOU to everyone who does 
help out!  I couldn’t do it without you! 
 

Special Music for September: 
 

September 6:  Davey Sooley, Tuba  
September 13:  SoulFood 
September 20:  Heidi Rater 
September 27:  Selah 



the WellSpring 6 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION  
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
BLUE SPRINGS, MO 

PERMIT NO. 5  

Postmaster:  Dated Material!  
Please Deliver As Soon As Possible! 

 North Spring UMC  
 601 NE Jefferson Street  
 Blue Springs, MO 64014-2315 
 Phone(816)224-9490 Return Service Requested   

 

visit us on the web @ www.northspring.org  

Our Mission:  To build a Christian family where all are welcomed, 
valued, and inspired to become deeply committed Christians.  
 
Our Vision:  To be agents of Christ to transform lives and community 
through Christ by prayer, discipleship, fellowship, and outreach.  

Q 
A Bible Study on the teachings of Jesus 
found only in the gospels of Matthew 
and Luke will begin on Wednesday, 
Sept. 23rd, from 7 to 8 pm at the church. 
The study will last for 9 sessions. You 
do not have to be a member of NSUMC 
or have any prior knowledge of the 
Bible to attend. Chris Condra, a graduate 
of Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary will be teaching the class. 
Look for a sign up sheet in the narthex.  


