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mary is working 
drive up window 
at a highway seven 
fast food 
joe is on 
a building crew 
in a new 
subdivision 
off pink hill road 
houses have been 
selling slow 
too many 
foreclosures 
few loans 
available 
over weekends 
they are rehabbing 
an old house 
near downtown 
once its finished 
they plan 
to get married 
hope to be 
out of 
their trailer 
before 
the baby 
is born 
when first 
learning 

she was pregnant 
not certain 
how joe 
would react 
to the news 
mary stayed with 
her cousin liz 
who is also 
expecting 
they are close 
laughed and 
cried together 
shared 
strange dreams 
both had 
been having 
mary would 
reach for 
her guitar 
and do 
a country song 
called 
my soul magnifies 
about how 
one day 
the conceited 
very rich 
powerful 
will be scattered 
and the lowly 
humble poor 
lifted up 
after listening 
a while 
liz always 
replied 
no wonder 
that never got 

much radio play 
but i like 
to hear you 
sing it 
anyway 
mary and joe 
they may need 
to go back 
to his home 
county over 
the holidays 
new taxes due 
i saw them 
at a supermarket 
the other evening 
they are 
getting by 
no big 
expectations 
or demands 
of life 
two largely 
invisible 
anonymous 
human beings 
not the kind 
we would 
choose 
for anything 
out of the 
ordinary 
               h. 
 
 

Join us for… 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Thursday, December 24 

7:00 pm 
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Children’s Ministry News  
By Lynette Harrenstien  

 
During the month of December 
the children at North Spring 
wil l be learning about 
Christmas Around the World! 
To go along with this theme 
noisy offering collection for 
several weeks was used to fill 
and ship 4 shoe boxes to 
Operation Christmas Child. We 
will be excited to find out where 
in the world the shoe boxes will 
be delivered to. During 
discussion time kids suggested 
that they might go to: Illinois, 
California.......... maybe even 
Africa!  
 

Other giving opportunities for 
the kids have included: writing 
notes and signing Christmas 
cards to be sent to men and 
women in the armed forces 
through the Red Cross and their 
Holiday Mail for Heroes 
program. We have made and 
decorated Christmas stockings 
that we hope to fill with 
stocking stuffers with help from 
the congregation!  
 

Our Noisy Offering collection 
for December will be used to 
purchase books for infants 
through adults at Hillcrest 
Ministries. The following is 
information from a Hillcrest 
staff person: "Our families can 
always use books. We have a 
wide range of children in the 
program this year, from 
newborn to teenagers! We tend 
to get a lot of basic reading 
books for elementary ages 
donated and less titles for pre-
teen readers and preschoolers. 
Cookbooks and parenting titles 
are also a great idea for the 

Outreach News 
By Sherree Gorman 

 
We will be “adopting” a family 
of three people from Hillcrest 
Ministries again this year to 
provide Christmas gifts.  A tag 
for a desired gift will be hung 
on the tree.  Just select the tag 
for the gift you wish to purchase 
and bring it back to church by 
December 13. 
   

We will also be collecting food, 
cleaning supplies, and personal 
care necessit ies for the 
Community Services League in 
Blue Springs.  We will be 
co l lec t ing  t hese  it ems 
throughout December and 
January.  As we get a boxful, 
we will distribute the items to 
them.  There are families right 
here in our community that are 
in desperate need.  Please give 
generously as you can. 
Additionally, we will be 
collecting stocking stuffers for 
the Community Services 
League for families for 
Christmas.  Just bring in 
stocking stuffer items and we 
will fill the stockings with little 
surprises for needy families 
who just don’t have extra 
enough for Christmas this year. 
 
Would you like to go on a 
mission trip next summer to 
Sager Brown?  We will be 

going there the first week of 
August.  It was a highly 
rewarding and fun trip this year.  
We had 13 people go.  We 
assembled and packed kits to be 
shipped in the United States and 
around the world.  Some 
worked o n repa ir  and 
construction projects.  There 
was work enough to be had for 
all kinds of skills, even sewing.  
The food was fabulous and 
plent ifu l.   The lodging 
arrangements were far better 
than most mission trips.  But 
best of all, the camaraderie 
within our team and with the 
other teams as we shared the 
work, the food, the worship, the 
fun activities and communion 
was wonderful.  If you would 
like to go, please inform 
Sherree Gorman. 
 

Let’s be a blessing! Let’s start 
dreaming that “higher purpose” 
that carries the name of Christ. 
We are not called to go to 
church, we are called to be the 
Church! 
 

Let us be the Church! Let us 
care, let us be united in this 
highest purpose to serve and not 
to be served! 
 

If you would like to join the 
Outreach Team, please call me 
(Sherree Gorman) at 841-2842 
o r  e m a i l  m e  a t 
sgorman4@att.net.  I look 
forward to having you join the 
team. 

Adults!" We would also like to 
encourage our congregation to 
gather appropriate, gently used 
books from home. Please watch 
for the appropriate collection 
box to place items in! Thanks in 
advance for your support! 

Hospitality Notes 
By Betty Witt 

 

Pam Tripp will be taking over 
the scheduling of the ushers and 
greeters for the new year. 
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$$Money Matters$$ 

 
Here is a quick update on where we stand through October on Church Finances.  
 
Our Fund Balance at the end of October hit the highest level of the past year at $22,051.  Weekly 
giving has remained steady and our expenses are down due to the reduced monthly mortgage 
payment and the reduced pastoral expenses.   However, our mortgage payment will increase again 
next year so it will be good to have a little cash cushion going into that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As of November 16th our Income Statement for the year showed a positive balance of $6,674 vs. a 
yearly projection of $-7,660.  So we were running $14, 335 ahead of budget at that time.  We will 
have some unusual expenses this month with one furnace going out and other miscellaneous 
church expenses.  By the end of December we will have paid all of our District apportionments 
and we are considering paying a portion on our conference apportionments in December for the 
first time in years. 
 
In this month of Thanksgiving, it is good to note that we have enjoyed a year of blessings.  Our 
money situation has held up OK.  We have great services every Sunday including the music, 
preaching, bible study, and children/youth ministries.  What a joy it is to come to Church every 
week with so many talented and committed people showing the way! 
 
God bless. 
 
Tom Gorman 
Finance Chair 
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Youth News 
By Dave Taylor 

 
Thanksgiving has come and 
gone, many thoughtful prayers 
have been said, and the Youth 
very well fed. We want to thank 
all in the congregation that 
helped put together our 
Thanksgiv ing d inner and 
services. With thoughts of 
Christmas on the way, many new 
things are happening in the CIA. 
Sunday morning  
 
December 6th, will be called 
Youth Service Sunday, as all of 
the services of that morning's 
service will be acts of ministry 
performed by the youth, putting 
their words and thoughts into 
Action, to serve the congregation. 
 
The youth will also be leading a 
worship service to initiate the 
Advent Season on Sunday 
evening, December 6, 2009 at 
6 : 3 0  P M .  A f t e r  t h e i r 
presentations, all are invited to 
join in an old fashioned carol 
sing. Following the evening 
service, there will be a reception 
in the Fellowship Hall where 
wassail and cookies will be 
provided. 
 
The Youth Group will also have 
their 2nd annual Christmas party 
and “white elephant gift 
exchange” at Hope UMC on 

 

Contact our Staff... 
 
Rev. Hubert Neth, Pastor 
 church: 224-9490,  
 home: 347-0390,  
 cell: 516-9238,  
 e-mail: hneth@northspring.org  
 
Heidi Rater, Music Director 
 heidirater@comcast.net 
 
Heather Sooley, Office Manager 
 hsooley@northspring.org 
 

For prayer requests or  
to join the prayer chain,  

call Grace Lakey  
at 224-3098 

Note… 
 

The deadline for submitting items 
for the January 2010 WellSpring is 
Monday, December 21.  Due to the 
Christmas holiday, I won’t be able 
to take any items after that date.    

 

Please have all articles and 
information turned in to the 

office before this date.   
 

Contact Heather at:  
hsooley@northspring.org    

North Spring's  
Got Talent!  

 
We're having "North Spring's 
Got Talent" Sunday, January 
3rd, right after an all church 
(delicious) Spaghetti Dinner. 
So it's time to start “Getting 
Your Act Together” so to speak. 
Music, lip sync, dance, skits, 
comedy, karaoke, magic show - 
you name it. Dave Raines will 
be the M.C. Dinner will be at 
5:00 pm and show will start at 
5:45 pm. Sign-up sheets are 
posted in the West Narthex.  
This will be the best show in 
Blue Springs!! 
 

December 20th, 2009 at 6:30 PM. 
Everyone should bring a $5-$10 
gift to exchange and be ready to 
have a good time! 
 
Last, but certainly not least, keep 
an eye out for posters explaining 
what the youth have been 
working so hard on the last 
couple of months! More info to 
come! 
 
God Bless you all for your 
support with the Youth Ministry, 
 
Dave 
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Music Notes 
By Heidi Rater 
Music Director 

623-9105 
heidirater@comcast.net 

 

Here we are in December.  The 
weather is certainly cold enough 
for it!  Hope everyone is having a 
good start to their Christmas 
season! 
 
Now, down to business.  WE 
NEED HELP!  We have some 
great people who do the sound 
and power point for us during 
worship services.  We are blessed 
to have a volunteer staff of 
people to do this.  But we 
REALLY NEED a few more to 
help out.  Some of our helpers are 
in Selah, so that doesn’t work 
when Selah does the special 
music.  LOTS of our helpers are 
in school, so projects or trips or 
activities come up that prevent 
them from helping out. MOST of 
our helpers are involved in other 
parts of the church, so it’s not fair 
to make them do sound and 
power point ALL THE TIME.  
We just need a few more to fill 
out our staff.   You’re coming to 
church anyway, how about sitting 
in back and helping? 
 
THESE ARE PRETTY EASY 
THINGS TO HELP WITH!  
They really are.  The power point 
system is super easy to learn and 
it is all set up ahead of time.  All 
you have to do is follow along 
and keep the slides moving.  The 
sound system takes a little more 
training, but it’s not as scary as is 
seems.  PLEASE pray about this 
and consider helping in this very 

North Spring on the Web 
By Sherree Gorman 

In addition to North Spring 
h a v i n g  a  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.northspring.org, we also 
have a new Facebook page.  It 
is North Spring UMC.  So if 
you are already a Facebook 
member, then become a Fan of 
North Spring UMC to get the 
latest and most up to date news.  
Also, the sermons are now 
being put out as Podcasts for 
you to listen to anytime during 
the week.  Currently, you can 
download them from http://
northspringumc.mypodcast.com
/index.html.  Soon we will link 
the Podcasts into the North 
Spring website so you can just 
go there to get the Podcasts. 

Drama Team  
 
Looking for people interested in 
sharing in the acting experience. 
No experience necessary. 
Meetings will be on Wednesdays 
8 to 9 pm. If interested please 
contact Timothy Reynolds 816-
810-0669 or Tim Cook 816-229-
4032. 
 

important part of our worship!   
 
IF YOU CAN HELP  please 
contact me or Dave Taylor.  And 
if you already know how to do 
these, DON’T FORGET TO 
SIGN UP! 
 
Now, on to music.  I love 
Christmas music.  Hope you do, 
too!  We have some great music 
coming up.  Don’t forget, the 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM will be during 
worship on December 20. 
 
Please let me know if you would 
like to do special music in 
January or February.  We can 
always use more song leaders and 
members in Selah, too!! 
 
Thanks for “listening” and Merry 
Christmas! 
 

Special Music: 
 

December 6:   
Drama Skit and Selah 

 

December 13:   
Soul Food 

 

December 20:   
Children’s Christmas Program 

 

December 24, 7:00 pm:  
Selah 

 

December 27:   
Heidi Rater The Congregation of North 

Spring is truly blessed to have 
such an outstanding staff.  The 
Christmas season is a perfect 
time to give them a bonus.  
S t a f f  Par ish  Re la t io ns 
Committee members will be 
collecting donations for this 
purpose.   Feel free to give your 
contribution to Nancy Lewis or 
mark it “staff gift” and place in 
the offering basket through 
December 13.    
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visit us on the web @ www.northspring.org  

Our Mission:  To build a Christian family where all are welcomed, 
valued, and inspired to become deeply committed Christians.  
 
Our Vision:  To be agents of Christ to transform lives and community 
through Christ by prayer, discipleship, fellowship, and outreach.  

IT'S TIME AGAIN!!!  
The Women of the Spring will be hosting their annual 
Christmas party on Thursday, December 3, 2009 at 
6:30 pm. You need not be a member of the church to 
attend. We will be meeting for a pot luck dinner at 
6:30 pm. Bring a covered dish or dessert. The women 
will provide the meat.  Don't forget a wrapped 
Christmas gift valued at $10.00. We will do our usual 
gift exchange (or should I say stealing of gifts from 
one another).  We always have lots of FUN with this. 
Please join us. The more, the merrier! 

 


